The committee, in addition to making a maintenance grant, have now set aside the sum of ?3,000 on account of the grants promised in connection with the reconstruction of the out-patient department.
5. With regard to the Throat, Nose, and Ear Hospitals, no steps, so far as the committee are aware, have been taken during the year in the direction of amalgamation.
The committee in their last report recommended that the sums set aside for this purpose in past years should not be held over indefinitely, and they consider that the time has now come to apply to these awards the rule that grants for special purposes should be reconsidered every two years if they remain unapplied. The 
